
MASTERSPEC Available in MasterFormat 2004 Version! 

 

Salt Lake City, UT (April 20, 2005) – Architectural Computer 

Services, Inc. (ARCOM) announced today that starting with the 

May/June 2005 update, MASTERSPEC will be available in 

MasterFormat 2004.  This includes Full Length, Short Form, 

Outline, and Small Project formats.  MASTERSPEC for LINX will 

also be available in MasterFormat 2004 in the second quarter LINX 

update. 

 

Users can continue to use the MasterFormat 1995 version and can 

install one or both sets of files.  "This flexibility allows users to 

decide which classification system they will use in preparing 

Project Manuals and, therefore, decide when to change over to the 

new format," said Christopher Bushnell, ARCOM Director of 

MASTERSPEC Operations.  "The decision of when to change over 

to MasterFormat 2004 should be made with some care and 

forethought because other office systems, such as product 

information, keynotes, standard CAD details, and cost estimating, 

may also need to be changed," he continued. 

 

The number of MASTERSPEC files has doubled because of the 

two MasterFormat classifications, which means that 

MASTERSPEC will now be delivered on two CDs - one dedicated 

to each MasterFormat version.  Each file in the MASTERSPEC 

master specification system, including the Section Text, Supporting 

Documents, PDFs, and HTML files, has been classified according 

to both editions of MasterFormat.  This means that users will not 

need to convert from MasterFormat 1995 to 2004 - it's already 

done! 

 

MasterFormat 2004 uses a 6-digit numbering system rather than the 

5-digit system of MasterFormat 1995.  Although MasterFormat 

2004 itself is published with spaces between each pair of digits 

(e.g., 03 37 13), its application guide recognizes the alternative of 

grouping the digits together with no spaces (e.g., 033713), which is 

the default numbering format for MASTERSPEC.   However, 

ARCOM has added the capability in MASTERWORKS for Users 

to display the Section numbers in any of MasterFormat’s 

acceptable formats. 

 

ARCOM carefully mapped existing MASTERSPEC Sections from 

the MasterFormat 1995 classification to MasterFormat 2004 and 

posted it on the ARCOM Web site for the last 8 months.  The 

majority of the Sections were easily mapped to Section numbers 

that use 6 digits in the MasterFormat 2004 numbering system.  A 



few Sections, however, required 8-digit numbering because of the level of detail in 

MasterFormat 2004.  Additional changes included the following: 

 

• 90% of existing MASTERSPEC Sections have a one-to-one relationship between 

MasterFormat 1995 and MasterFormat 2004; for example "Cast-in-Place 

Concrete" is the same Section title in both classification systems. 

 

• Some Sections in MasterFormat 1995 were split into multiple Sections in 

MasterFormat 2004; for example Section 15110 "Valves" became: 

o Section 220523 "General-Duty Valves for Plumbing Piping" 
o Section 230523 "General-Duty Valves for HVAC Piping" 

 

• Some Sections in MasterFormat 1995 were combined into one Section in 

MasterFormat 2004; for example Section 08111 "Standard Steel Doors and 

Frames" and Section 08114 "Custom Steel Doors and Frames" became Section 

081113 "Hollow Metal Doors and Frames." 

 

• Some Sections in MasterFormat 1995 were expanded into multiple Sections in 

MasterFormat 2004 to recognize the expanded content of MasterFormat 2004; 

for example Section 16715 "Voice and Data Communication Cabling" became: 

 

o Section 271100 "Communications Equipment Room Fittings" 
o Section 271300 "Communications Backbone Cabling" 
o Section 271500 "Communications Horizontal Cabling" 
o Section 280513 "Conductors and Cables for Electronic Safety and 

Security" 

 

The good news is that ARCOM has modified MASTERWORKS to work seamlessly 

with both MasterFormat classification systems! 
• Users can select any MasterFormat 2004 acceptable numbering format to display 

in their documents. 

• Users can select the MasterFormat classification system they want when 

generating a preliminary table of contents and MASTERWORKS will remember 

the MasterFormat classification system the next time it is used. 

• When generating a table of contents from an existing set of MASTERSPEC 

documents, MASTERWORKS recognizes which MasterFormat classification to 

display. 

• When reports are generated, MASTERWORKS recognizes the MasterFormat 

classification of the selected Sections. 

• Users can create new specification Sections in either MasterFormat classification 

system using the New Specification Wizard. 

 

About ARCOM 

ARCOM is the exclusive publisher and distributor of MASTERSPEC, which has been 

the number one master specification system and the standard of the industry for 36 years, 

and is a product of The American Institute of Architects (AIA).  ARCOM also offers the 



SPECWARE
®
 family of specification enhancement software for architects and engineers, 

which includes MASTERWORKS and LINX.  ARCOM has offices in Salt Lake City, 

UT and Alexandria, VA.  For more information about ARCOM and MASTERSPEC, 

visit www.arcomnet.com, or contact sales at (800) 424-5080, or email to 

arcom@arcomnet.com. 
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